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Abstract
This paper focuses on the potential impact on shipping of the current negotiations to operationalize and strengthen
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) for the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction. The four thematic clusters for the negotiations are:
• Marine genetic resources;
• Area-based management tools, including marine protected areas;
• Environmental impact assessments; and
• Capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology (biotechnology).
At first glance, it may be difficult to discern the potential impacts on shipping. However, paradigms to consider
include: 1) ship hull and propeller redesign to abate acoustic pollution that negatively impact marine species; 2)
rerouting vessels to avoid a network of marine protected areas; and 3) using automatic identification systems and
long-range identification and tracking as enforcement tools for ships on the high seas.
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